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GARDNER WINS 

AGAIN! 

FISHING TOUGH AT HODGES 

By Ed Byrd 

At this year’s toughest 

tournament, Greg Gardner showed why 

he’s always one of the top anglers in our 

club.  Greg had mixed results while pre 

fishing for our tournament, and found the 

fishing getting worse the more he pre 

fished.  On the day of the tournament, 

Greg tried several patterns he had found 

in pre fishing, but it wasn’t until l ater in 

the day that found the winning 

technique.  In the same area (the 

freeway bridge arm) where he won the 

Hodges tournament last year, Greg flipped black/blue creature baits in the trees.  While Greg only caught 

two fish, one went six pounds, and was b ig fish of the tournament.  His two fish went 7.93 pounds, nearly 

two pounds ahead of second place.  This win gives Greg three in a row and puts him in first place for the 

year, with only one tournament left.  Congratulations, Greg!  

 Bud Brant was only one  of two people that were able to catch four fish.  His fish went 6.13 pounds, 

with his largest fish just over two pounds.  Bud fished Bernardo Bay and got his fish drop shotting 

chartreuse pepper worms and on brown Senkos with chartreuse tips.  Also gettin g four fish was Jim 

Putney, his fish went 5.28 pounds.  Evidently, Jim was fishing bedding fish as he had two fish that went 

1.74 pounds and two that went .90 pounds.  Jim also got his fish in the trees in and around Bernardo Bay.  

Great job, guys! 

 While it was definitely tough to get a bite, there were a lot of stories about “the one that got away”.  

There are definitely some big fish in Hodges, and they know how to use the trees when they’re hooked!  I 

had one that broke 14 pound test like it was nothing .  Hopefully the water will clear up a little by next year 

and the fishing will be better.  You might what to invest in some HEAVY line before you fish Hodges again!  

 Our next tournament will be at the Lower Colorado River out of Fisher’s Landing.  We wil l be 

Hodges Winners:  1st Place: Greg Gardner; 

2nd Place: Bud Brant; Third Place: Jim Putney 



drawing starting positions at the upcoming meeting, so be sure to let me know if you’ll be fishing and can’t 

make the meeting.  If you’re looking for a partner, let me know and we’ll try to get you set up.  A lot of 

people still have a shot at the Top  Twelve, the Top Six and there’s even a chance for changes in the 

Fisherman of the Year race!  This is also the last chance for someone to win and make our Tournament of 

Champions.  Many times in the past, there have been big shake -ups at the River!  

 Reports right now show the river running very low.  There are a lot of sandbars and other hazards.  

Also, “No Wake” areas have been extended in both Martinez and Ferguson Lakes.  Be especially careful in 

entering Ferguson, as there’s only a very small lane bet ween the tulles and “Hamburger Rock”.  If you go 

south of the Hamburger rock, there’s another rock, and lot of trees.  I’ll be asking some of the people that 

fished the River recently to give us more information on the conditions to be found at the river.  Also 

remember that the Refuge areas are now closed to all boats.  There will also be more information on that 

at the meeting. 

See you there!  

 

From the President 

Bud Brant 

 

With just a few events left, our 2007 season is winding down.  The next event is t he River 

tournament on November 9

th

 and 10

th

.  Don’t forget that the general meeting has been moved to Tuesday 

October 30

th

 so everyone fishing the River tournament can leave when they want to.  

 I would like to thank Darryl Crippen and his crew for a great  fish fry.   We had just over fifty people in 

attendance.  As always, everyone had a great time and it ended up being very successful monetarily for 

the club. 

 We will be having officer nominations at the next meeting, so start thinking of what office you would 

hold, or who you would like to nominate as a board member.  

 

See you on the water, Bud  

 

 

 

Vice Presidents Message 

Vicki Becker 

It has always been my private conviction that any man who pits his 

intelligence against a fish and losses has it coming 

 - John Steinbeck 

 

 Well the fish-fry was a great success!  I’d like to thank Darryl, Harold and their crew for putting it all 

together we had a great time and made some money as well.  And to everyone who brought a dish and a 

raffle item, Thank You.  Next up is the banquet.  I will be sending out a sign up sheet at the next meeting 

so I can get a guest count and also to find out if you and your guest would like chicken or roast beef so 

please be sure to let me know.  I also called the top ten to see what they ’d like as far as a rod or reel for 

the top 12 and not one person has called me back???  I need this info from you guys so you’ll have your 

stuff for the banquet.  Dave Mack is going to need the ”other top 12” stories ASAP we need time to get this 

stuff ready so please help us out.  See you all at the meeting.  

 

Vicki 

 

 

 

 



Notes from the Treasurer…. 

Cheryl Byrd  

The year is winding down and there are only a couple of events 

left.  We have one tournament left that will decide a number of close 

races, the T of C and the banquet.  If you missed the Fish Fry last 

night, you really missed a great event.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped make it a huge success.  

 Some of the members have asked recently why the Club is 

scrapping for money.  A couple of months ago, things were looking a 

little thin.  There have been a number of things that have conspired 

against us this year: we started off $750 in the whole from the previous 

year (really, for t he second year in a row), we are down about $1,000 

in dues due to lower membership, we had two failed events, we have 

also experienced increases in the cost of the monthly trophies and the 

inventory of new Club clothes is not moving as quickly as we had 

hoped.  All of these things added up to be more than the dues increase.  However, over the past two 

months, we have experienced an incredible turn -around.  Starting with a great turn -out for Bunco Night and 

also, the Fish Fry last night, re -instating the monthly raffle, receiving donations towards the Scholarship to 

Vicki and Donalea working their magic with Viejas to reduce some banquet costs are all things that have 

put us back on even keel.  The Club is in good shape financially now and the Board is doing their best to 

manage the funds so that it does not saddle the next Board with a deficit to start the year.  

 That having been said, the Board is requesting that all 2007 dues are paid by the December general 

meeting.  If your dues are not paid at that time , you will be required to pay for your dinner(s) at the 

banquet.  Please take a look at the attached outstanding list and be prepared to take care of business at 

either of the next two meetings.  

Good luck at the River…Cheryl 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Kenny Louis 

November is here and that means it is time to give some thought to board member elections for the 

2008 season.  I have enjoyed my duties as membership chairman and serving each of you in making 

important decisions.  Next year it is my goal to return to th e board in a different capacity, so I may continue 

to ensure that your voices are heard.  I urge each of you to consider taking a seat on the board and spend 

2008 making our club the best in the West!   

Our current membership totals are: 38 active, 6 famil y and 7 inactive.  Randy Kreiser has paid his 

fees and wants to change from inactive to active in time to fish the November Colorado River tournament.  

That being said, his membership must be approved at our next meeting.  

I have had a few calls regarding o ur club and have invited these people to attend our next meeting.  

Please be sure to introduce yourself and show them your great Bassmaster spirit!  Until the meeting, tight 

lines and good fishing to all.    Ken  

 

 

BASSMASTER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Featuring:  Cheryl Byrd 

SAN DIEGO BASSMASTERS 2007 DUES 

 JAN  AUG   SEP   OCT  TOTAL 

Bubel    $10 $10 

Chapman    $25 $25 

Davis    $25 $25 

Diosdado   $25 $25 $50 

East    $25 $25 

Eisner  $25 $25 $25 $75 

Gatlin    $10 $10 

Overman    $10 $10 

Patrick    $25 $25 

Putney    $25 $25 

Schwartz   $25 $25 $50 

Kerrr (AL) $10    $10 

M Thomas (AL) $10       $10 

 $20 $25 $75 $220 $340 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 2007 

30 November General Meeting, 7:00pm 

 

November 2007 

9, 10 SDBM Tournament, Lower Colorado 

River.  Live Weigh In. 

 

December 2007 

 

 

Bassmaster Since:  1983 

Significant Other:  Ed Byrd 

Profession:  Accountant 

Favorite Food:  BBQ ribs 

Biggest Largemouth Bass:  10 ¼ @ Sutherland 

Hobbies:  Fishing, photography, crafts, reading 

Biggest Accomplishment:  Being married 34 + years 

Favorite Lure To Fish:  Spinner Bait 

Favorite Lake:  Havasu 

Biggest Fish:  40 pound Blue Fin Tuna 

Nickname for Jet-Skiers:  Water Lice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

September, 2007 

Harold Stephens 

 

 The October meeting of the San Diego Bassmasters was called to order by President Bud Brant at 

7:00pm.  A motion was made by Greg Gardner to accept the minutes of the September meeting.  Dave 

Seaberg seconded the motion and the motion carried.  

  President, Bud Brant, filling in for Membership Chairman Kenny Louis stated no change to the 

membership status.  We still have 38 active members, 6 Family members and 7 inactive members.  Gary 

Priddey is still waiting to be prefished.  He also stated that Randy Kreiser is going to return to active status.  

He also congratulated Vicki Becker and Terry Chenowth for the job they did winning the Bass Council 

Night Tournament.  Bud announced that we need a Scholarship Chairman for this year and Darryl Crippen 

volunteered.  As the membership is down for this year and the mon ey is tight, Zoë Gardner made a motion 

to forgo the Scholarship this year.  There was no second to the motion so a vote was not taken on this 

motion.  The club was going to lower the amount of the Scholar ship for this year but Ron Overman, Ed 

Marr and Jim, Putney said the Scholarship should remain at $500.00.  Darryl Crippen volunteered to 

donate $100.00.  Ron Overman and Ed Marr volunteered to be a Collection Committee to raise the money.   

By the time the meeting was over they had collected $420.00.  

 Vice President, Vicki Becker, reported that the Annual Fish Fry is to be held October 20

th

.  Darryl 

Crippen is the Chairman of this event.  Darryl announced that all is ready.  A sign up sheet was passed 

around to see who will be there and who will bring ext ra dishes.  Bud reiterated that if you sign up for the 

Fish Fry, BE THERE.   Vicki also made a motion for the Club 

Tournament of Champions to be held on December 1, 2007.  

Ron Overman seconded the motion and the motion carried.  

 Jim Putney, President of the Bass Council thanked Vicki 

and Terry also.  Jim asked the San Diego Bassmasters to host 

the Top Six Tournament June 14, 2008 at Otay Lake.  Ke ith 

Cloward made the motion for the club to run the tournament 

and Jeff Carpenter seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  

 Treasurer, Cheryl Byrd, announced that the club has an 

available balance of $4,986.00.  There are still some members 

in arrears and cannot fish the Hodges tournament unless they 



are paid up.  

 Bud asked John Schwartz to head up the Nomination Committee again this year.  John agreed and 

the nominations will be held at the November and December meeting with voting in December.  

 Ron Overman stated that the Crisis House food drive would be conducted again this year.  Bring 

your donations to the December meeting.  

 Tournament Chairman, Ed Byrd, gave out the plaques for the Havasu Tournament as follows:  Big 

Fish, Skip Whitworth, 3

rd

 place, Ed Byrd, 2

nd

 place, Bud Brant, and 1

st

 place, Greg Gardner.   He also gave 

out the pairings for the Hodges Tournament.  Ed gave a short program on how to measure fish for paper 

tournaments. 

 Bud thanked Cheryl Byrd and Buck Billock for the snacks and Gerri  Morin for the Pizza.  Zoë 

Gardner and Donalea Brant volunteered to bring snacks for the November meeting.  Due to the 

tournament schedule, the November meeting will be held on October30, 2007.  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FISH TALES 

By Doris Cook 

A STRANGE CATCH! 

 

Stu Kenson and Steve Swaggerty were fishing the El Cajon Ford night tournament on September 22, when 

they heard a big bass busting shad around the corner from where they were fishing.  They promptly put the trolling 

motor on high and went over there.  Stu saw grass in the back of the area, where the commotion came from and he 

grabbed his Frog stick right away.  He chucked Kermit to the back and it sounded like it landed on shore.  Steve said: 

“Stu, that sounded a little dry” to which he replied he was going for the stealth approach and started pulling it down 

the bank to the water.  All of a sudden Stu says:  “Swag, I’m bit and it’s big!!!!  Swag dropped his rod and grabbed 

the net and flipped his headlight on.  There, still on the shore was about a 20-pound raccoon running up the bank with 

Kermit in his mouth and peeling drag!  Luckily he dropped it with little damage to the bait and the two of them had a 

good laugh. 

 

JENNIFER GETS IT DONE! 

 

Ken Louis received a speeding ticket in El Centro, in May. The traffic airplane had clocked him and the cop 

wrote him for driving 65 mph while pulling a trailer.  (He was actually going faster).  Rather than pleading guilty to a 

huge ticket, Jennifer urged Ken to request a “Trial by Declaration” which is a written statement regarding the 

incident.  She wrote the declaration and mailed it in.  Guess what?  They recently found out that the Judge dismissed 

the ticket and is refunding the $370.00 fine they had posted.  Jennifer says she thinks she’ll offer her services to write 

“traffic declarations” for fellow Bassmasters.  Maybe you guys should keep this in mind for future reference 

 

PETA PROTEST! 

 

PETA – People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals staged a protest on Tuesday, October 16

th

 in Ocean 

Beach, to call attention to the pain that fish suffer when hooked.  A group of semi-nude street performers attached 

meat hooks in their flesh and dangled from a scaffold.  One protestor was clad only in underpants, her body spray 

painted in green and other ocean hues as she hung suspended from an industrial strength hook attached to the skin on 

her back.  “It’s the same whether it is human flesh or the flesh of a fish,” said Mike Brazell, a PETA official who was 



watching, but not dangling.  “The only difference is we choose to put these hooks through our skin, while the fish 

don’t have a choice”.  We should be ashamed of ourselves! 

 

DEERMAN TO THE RESCUE! 

 

Greg Deerman was interviewed on TV recently for his role in rescuing women from a burning building.  She 

was screaming and on fire and Greg put it out and brought her to safety.  Sorry, I don’t know the details, but 

congratulations, Greg. (For more information, click HERE or HERE) 

 

CONGRATULATIONS AARON! 

 

Aaron Meleen was one of four honorees selected from a pool of over 1500 to receive the “Twice the Citizen 

Award”, thru the National Defense Industry Association (NDIA) For more info, click HERE (pages 63 –64).  Two of 

the other honorees were Navy Commanders who were in charge of units; the third was a Navy petty officer that 

worked on robots that disarm bombs.  Aaron was the only honoree who has been inside of combat in Iraq.   

Each recipient received certificates, a program with their write-up and photo inside, a check for $2500.00 and 

a trophy made out of crystal with their info engraved in it. Aaron was stunned because he also received several job 

offers to work for governmental agencies with a starting wage between $60,000 to $80,000 a year He said he is happy 

being a sheriff right now and is not interested in moving to Washington, D.C.  We’re proud of you Aaron! 

 

FISH FRY! 

 

We had another delicious fish fry on October 20

th

, and I have to say the fish was the best yet.  Everything was 

sooooo good and I ate too much.  For all who worked on it, you did an outstanding job and we appreciate your hard 

work.  It was wonderful to see Gail Brown visiting from Texas.  Too bad, Lynn had to stay in Texas and work. 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 

 

Members celebrating their big days this month are:  Greg Gardner – November 2

nd

; Rowan Stone – November 

9

th

; Lee Chapman – November 13

th

; Jim Davis – November 17

th

; Brandon Hoffman – November 24

th

, Cheryl Byrd 

and Dave Seaberg – November 27

th

.  Have a great day! 

 

Thanks to everyone who shared stories this month.  I appreciate anything you would like to see in Fish Tales.  Send it 

to mscooker@cox.net or call me at (619) 462-4708. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

2006 Thank You Letter to the Bass Masters from Crisis House  



 

 

 

Since 1985, the San Diego Bassmasters have collected food and donations for El Cajon’s Crisis House, which aids 

families in need of emergency assistance.  


