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The Saga Continues… 

Lots of Fish and More Big Ones! 

Ed Byrd 

The great fishing continues!  

The second tournament of the year 

saw lots of fish caught, again.  Even 

more impressive were the numbers of 

large fish brought in.  The fish were 

either up on nests or getting ready to 

nest and all seemed to be ready to 

eat!  Not only were the fish biting, but 

the weather was nearly perfect for the 

whole tournament. 

Friday saw a fair number of 

other fishermen on the water.  There 

was one other club tournament 

starting off Friday, plus there were 

some boats pre-fishing for a WON 

tournament that was to be held 

Saturday and Sunday.  Saturday the 

fishing pressure was much higher, 

with boats nearly everywhere you 

went.  A lot of techniques were 

working, especially dropshot and 

senkos, with many of the fish caught 

in shallow water. 

In most years, anyone with more than ten pounds of fish each day would get into the top three.  This 

year, it took over twenty pounds to make the top eight!.  Even with the heavy fishing pressure, over twenty-

seven pounds were needed to take the top three spots.  Three fish over eight pounds were caught! 

One of the people with over twenty-seven pounds was Inder Lopez.  Inder had a total of 27.37 

pounds.  Great limit Inder!.  Inder’s first day limit went 16.34 pounds and included a “hog” of 8.76 pounds!  

This is the second consecutive tournament that Inder has caught a big fish and again just missed big fish 

 

The Winners:  Ron Overman – 1

st

 Place, Jim Putney – 2

nd

, and 

Inder Lopez – 3rd 
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of the tournament…kind of like Ed Marr’s consecutive second place finishes last year…you’d like to win, 

but you can’t complain about being in first place for the year! 

In second place, with 27.54 pounds, was Jim Putney.  Interestingly, Jim’s first tournament day was 

just so so, with only 9.76 pounds.  His backseater, Brandon Hoffman, was nearly 2 ½ pounds ahead.  

However, the second day, Jim really turned it on and caught 18.09 pounds of fish, the largest five fish limit 

of the tournament.  Great comeback, Jim! 

Taking a break from racing cars, Ron Overman jumped out to a big lead on Friday and followed it on 

Saturday with another nice limit.  Ron pretty much “lapped” all his competitors with a 17.05 limit that 

included big fish of the tournament.  Ron’s big fish went 8.99 pounds and not only was big fish of the 

tournament, but is now big fish of the year. 

Our next tournament of the year is at San Vicente.  I know some people have suggested that we 

move it to El Capitan, because we weren’t able to fish El Cap in February.  My personal feeling is that we 

should stay with what we have scheduled, unless there is a compelling reason to change, as there was in 

February.  Right now, the fishing is still great at San Vicente and will probably continue to be good.  Don’t 

forget that sometime this year San Vicente will be closed for fishing for quite a while. 

The following month, we will have our second out of town tournament at Alamo Lake.  I spoke 

recently with the ranger there and he said the fishing is great, both in terms of numbers and in size.  

Hopefully, the weather will cool down a little.  Here’s the latest report for the lake from Arizona Game and 

Fish: 

Outlook for Alamo Lake: 

The lake elevation continues to be good. Largemouth bass are present in all sizes. Crappies are also doing 

OK and should be good. Fishing for channel catfish should be good also. There are other fish present such 

as bluegill, redear sunfish and carp that are a lot of fun to catch. All types of bait should work right now. 

Both of the boat ramps are useable at this lake elevation. The store at the lake is still closed, so you need 

to bring everything with you. If you run short of anything, you might be able to pick it up at the Wayside Inn 

or in Wenden. The certified scale that was located at the store is now located at the Alamo State Park 

Office. The office also has live bait for the crappie fishermen. 

 

See you at the meeting! 

 

From the President 

Bud Brant 

 

Wow, I did not think we could top our first tournament of the year, but the one at the river was 

another outstanding tournament!  I personally had my best five fish limit on Wednesday that weighed 

approximately twenty five pounds. Not only was the fishing good, but we had a lot fun with friends. I really 

had a great time with my partner, Joel Gartlin, and I hope we can do it again sometime.  Also, I would like 

to thank Dave Mack for allowing me to park my motor home at his place 

Once again, Ed Byrd and his tournament committee did a great job handling the fish for our weigh-

in.  It was good to see Bob Eberly at the tournament; he definitely wins for having the longest commute.  

Bob lives in Fort Worth, Texas, and drove to the river to fish with us.  Congratulations to Ron Overman, Jim 

Putney, and Inder Lopez for their top three finishes. 

Lee Chapman handled our bowling event again this year and did an excellent job.  For those of you 

that did not make it, you missed out a on a good time watching the kids bowl, and the adults hurting 

themselves.  Thanks to Lee for all of his efforts in making a fun afternoon for everyone that attended. 

The next general meeting will be on Tuesday, April 3, 2007.   Please try to make this meeting as we 

will be discussing rule changes in Section 8 of the by-laws.  Be sure to take a minute to read the 

recommended changes in the Membership section of this news letter.   See you on the water 
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Vice Presidents Message 

Vicki Becker 

“Bragging may not bring happiness, but no man having caught a large fish goes home through 

an alley……..” 

 

And speaking of large fish what an awesome river tournament!!  The weather was unbelievable, 

fishing was good, and we all had a blast, congrats to all of those who did well.  Ok speaking of well, the 

bowling day was really cool, we all had a good time.  Thanks to Lee for putting on a great day.  I would 

have liked to seen more of you there.  I hope you’re ready for the next meeting Mike Long is scheduled to 

speak and if you didn’t hear he just won a huge tournament and we are all looking forward to hearing about 

it.  We don’t have an event planned for April but it is Easter and we’re at San Vicente on the 14

th

.  

Our May event is the family tournament. We just heard that Lake Murray is not launchable so as of 

now we are talking about fishing Lake Jennings.  Ed Marr is in charge of the tournament, so please get 

with him if you have any questions.  We will let you know if the lake changes.  Terry was able to get hats 

and he will have them at the next meeting bring your $15.00.  You’re going to like these, I have shown 

them to a few people and they wanted me to save them one, so be sure to find Terry and get one before 

they are gone.  Please don’t forget to support the council by fishing the night tournament on the 31

st

.  See 

you all at the meeting.   Vicki 

 

Notes from the Treasurer…. 

Cheryl Byrd 

 

What a wonderful surprise to see Don & Linda 

Williams at the last meeting.  They both played such a 

big part in the history of this club.  It was great for the 

newer members to actually meet them.  After visiting 

with them, it felt like they had never been gone.  I hope 

they come back and visit us again. 

Congrats to the top three fishermen of our River 

tournament.  What a fun time, good fishing, good 

weather and good company…and more big fish!  I can’t 

wait for Alamo. 

 

There wasn’t much financial activity in March, 

except that we purchased some new hats…very cool 

hats, I might add.  These are sure to go fast, so make 

sure you have your $15 ready at the next meeting. 

Please review the attached dues in arrears list.  

Remember to add April when figuring out what you 

should pay at the next meeting. We have one member in 

jeopardy of losing their membership and a few that are a 

little behind.  If you are not able to attend the meetings 

either mail your dues to me or give them to me at the 

tournaments.  We even have some members that have 

set up their dues payment on their on-line banking bill 

payer…slick! 

See you at the April meeting… 

 

 

Outstanding Dues     

As of 03/19/07      

 INS. JAN FEB MAR TOTAL 

Brent Benish    $25  $25  

Juan Collins    $15  $15  

Darryl Crippen    $20  $20  

Greg Deerman   $20  $25  $45  

Cesar Diosdado    $25  $25  

Adam East    $25  $25  

Janice Eisner    $25  $25  

Inder Lopez    $25  $25  

Mike McIntyre* $20  $25  $25  $25  $95  

David Patrick    $25  $25  

Steve Swaggerty    $25  $25  

Donna Swaggerty    $25  $25  

Randy Kreiser (IA) $20     $20  

Cliff Rubin (IA)     $0  

Bob Eberly (AL) $20     $20  

Kevin Kerr (AL)  $10    $10  

Mark Thomas (AL) $10    $10  

Rowan Stone (AL) $20        $20  

 $80  $45  $45  $285  $455  

      

* must pay $120 in April to retain membership 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Kenny Louis 

It was really tough to miss the March tournament at the river but sometimes responsibilities of the 

job must come first.  Congratulations to the top 3 fishermen and everyone who caught large fish!  Our 

membership had one change during the past month; Rowan Stone has been approved by the board to 

become a member at large as he will be moving to Tennessee.  Currently we have 37 active members, 5 

family members and 2 prospective members.  Prospective members are Dustin Parker and Marshall 

Martin. 

 

Following is the proposed changes to the San Diego Bass Masters By-Laws: 

 

Section 8:  Reinstatement of Membership 

This section shall not affect the status of any member whose membership has been terminated by 

the club for any reason (see Article III).  Members in an inactive or at-large status for one year or less, may 

be reinstated to full membership by: 

Payment of initiation fee, one months dues and insurance. 

. Approval by a simple majority of members at a General Meeting. 

 

Members who have voluntarily resigned their membership while in good standing or at large members, if 

within three years of resigning active status, may be reinstated to full membership by: 

Payment of initiation fee, one months dues and insurance. 

. Attend one meeting prior to reinstatement. 

. Approval by a majority of Board Members. 

. Approval by a simply majority if members at a General Meeting. 

 

Members who have voluntarily resigned their membership while in good standing or at large members, if 

more than three years have lapsed since resigning active status, may be reinstated to full membership by: 

Payment of initiation fee, one month dues and insurance. 

Attends first meeting and is pre-fished by an active club member. 

Attends second meeting and is placed in a draw to be tournament pre-fished. 

Approval by a majority of Board Members. 

Approval by two thirds of members at a General Meeting. 

  

BASSMASTER SPOTLIGHT 

JANICE EISNER 

 

Bassmaster since:  Jan 2001 

Significant others:  Now taking applications 

Current Profession:  Teacher 

Favorite food:   Prime Rib; medium rare 

Biggest Largemouth Bass: 5 pounds at Fishers Landing 

Hobbies:  Reading, sewing, trout fishing in Sierras 

Biggest Accomplishment:  Raising 10 children alone 

Favorite Lure to Fish:  Senko 

Favorite Water:   Lower Colorado River 

Nickname for Jetskiers:  "Freakin" Idiots 

Biggest Fish:   5 pound largemouth 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

April 2007 

3 General Meeting, 7:00 PM, Anglers Marine 

14 San Vicente Tournament,  

Live Weigh In at 3:00pm 

17  Board Meeting 7:00pm 

 

May 2007 

1  General Meeting, 7:00pm 

11,12 Alamo Tournament.  Paper Weigh In!! 

19  Family Tournament, Lake Murray 

 

NOTES: 

Meeting Place 

Anglers Marine at 10960 Wheatlands Ave, 

Santee 

Food at 6:30pm  Meeting starts at 7pm  

  _________________________ ___________________________________________________________  

 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 27, 2007 

. 

The March meeting, held on February 27

th

, was called to order by President Bud Brant.  Guests 

introduced were Don and Linda Williams, visiting from Montana and Marshall Martin, a past member 

reapplying for membership.  Also here for his second meeting was Dustin Parker and the guest speaker 

Larry Bottrof.  The guests  were introduced by Membership Chairman Kenny Louis who also stated that our 

membership stands at 38 active members, 5 Family Members and 2 prospective members. 

Lee Chapman made a motion to accept the minutes from the February meeting and Zoe` Gardner 

seconded the motion.  The motion passed.   

Treasurer, Cheryl Byrd reported there is a bank balance of $3,340.00 with all bills being paid.  There 

are still some outstanding dues and insurance fees still due. 

Vice President Vicki Becker reported that John Swartz is handling the Twi-lite trip.  John said that 

June is best for sand bass and August is the best months for a variety of fish at the kelp beds.   Week day 

rates are $600.00 and weekend rates are $800.00.  The club voted to research in July to August.   Lee 

Chapman was chairing the bowling event and is scheduled for March 18

th

 at Parkway Bowl in El Cajon.  

Terry Chenowth is handling the Club Gear and can order club jackets as soon as the members give him 

the particulars.  Vicki introduced Larry Bottrof who conducted a program on deflating fish and answered 

numerous questions on catch and release , bass populations in various lakes and also gave some 

information on the plans for construction of the new damn at San Vicente Lake.  Jim Putney, Bass Council 

President, gave a report on how the City Lakes Dept. and the Water Dept. were going to operate the Lakes 

Program.  The Bass Council has scheduled a meeting to discuss the operation with the Water and City 

Lakes Departments.  Terry Chenowth talked about the possibility of the Bass Council Night Tournaments 

funding the Hall of Champions.  He encouraged members of the club to participate in the night 

tournaments. 

Tournament Chairman, Ed Byrd gave out the 

trophies for the February tournament at S.V. with 36 

fishermen and 16 limits being caught.  3

rd

 place went to 

Inder Lopes, 2

nd

 place to Greg Deerman and 1

st

 place 

going to Greg Gardner.  Greg Gardner also had big fish 

with an 8.5 bass.  The next tournament will be at the 

LCR on March9th and 10

th

.  There will be a live weigh-

in at 3:00pm on both days and a 13 inch size limit.  

There will not be a pre-tournament meeting the night 

before the tournament. 

President Bud Brant reported the Fish Fry date 

has changed from October 27

th, 

to October 20

th

.  New 

procedures for reinstating past members were 

mentioned.   The procedure will be introduced as a by-

law change and will be presented at the April meeting 

in accordance with the existing by-laws on changes.  

Bud also stated that the July meeting will be held in 

June and the November meeting will be held in 

October.  These changes are being made so as not to 

conflict with the existing tournament schedule.  The 

meeting was adjourned at 9:45pm.  
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Fish Tales 

Doris Cook 

 

COUNCILMAN JIM MADAFFER GUEST 

 

The City Lakes Advisory Committee of the San Diego Council of Bass Clubs held a meeting on 

Tuesday, March 20

th

 featuring Councilman Jim Madaffer, representing the 7

th

 District that includes Lake 

Murray.  Former City Lakes Manager, Jim Brown and Larry Bottroff were also present, along with the 

committee to vent some of the concerns about the future of the City Lakes program.  Councilman Madaffer 

was very interested in learning more about the program’s history.  Jim received a call from his aid Jay 

Wilson the next morning to clarify a report, which had been referred to as he and the Councilman were 

preparing a report for the Council.  We were all encouraged that he seemed to be following thru as he had 

promised. 

 

BOB EBERLY COMING TO TOWN 

I had an e-mail from Bob Eberly in Texas today and he is planning on being in the Poway area and 

will be attending our April 3

rd

 meeting.  He is interested in fishing the Alamo tournament.  He and Jim 

Putney had discussed the possibility of fishing together, but Jim has had some new medical problems and 

doesn’t feel he can rough it camping in his truck.  Keep this in mind if you are in need of a partner for 

Alamo. 

 

TOURNAMENT OF CHAMPIONS 

The San Diego Bass Council’s Tournament of Champions was held March 24

th

 and 25

th

 at San 

Vicente.  Ramona Bass Anglers and the Bass-N-Ators were the host clubs and put on a good event.  Jesse 

Hinkley of the Double Limit Bass Club bested the other 18 participants with a two-day total weight of 37.90 

pounds.  Unfortunately our Greg Gardner was disqualified because one of our members was on the water 

during the tournament.  I’m sure this will be discussed further at the meeting. 

 

OH, THOSE SORE MUSCLES! 

The annual bowling party was held on Sunday, March 18

th

 at Parkway Bowl and was fun for all.  

Terry Chenowth took high men’s game with an outstanding 231.  Vicki Becker had high woman’s game.  

My grandson, Jason Hoffman took high men’s series, while his brother Brandon had the low men’s game.  

It’s a good thing he fishes better than he bowls!  Personally my game was bad, but I certainly realized I had 

used some new muscles the next few days 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

The only San Diego Bass Master April birthday will be celebrated by Adam East on April 12

th

.  Many 

happy returns. 

 

Should you have any news you would like printed in Fish Tales, please contact me at (619) 462-

4708 or mscooker@cox.net 
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