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COLLINS FINALLY BREAKS THROUGH 

BUT 

GARDNER WINS THE WAR 

 

     The Big Race came to a showdown at the Colorado River tournament on 

November 10-11, with the two Top Guns shooting it out for the Angler of the Year 

title. Separated by a single point going in, Ed Marr and Greg Gardner had been 

after each other all year and it came down to this last get-together to decide the 

AOY. Ed went out on Friday and for whatever reason couldn’t get it done at all, with 

no keepers, and Greg putting together a limit,  just about sealed it on Day One.  

Greg finished fourth to seal the deal.   

     However, the big news was Juan Collins, Jr. who led both days and put 18.49 

lbs in the boat to win. He used jigs and other stuff to win by about two pounds, and 

in his 

words, “shake the monkey” off his back.  He fished with Ron 

Overman, who also had the River winner in his boat last year.  

Juan’s finish put him into the Top Twelve for year end.  The Byrds, 

Ed and Cheryl, put on quite a show, finishing second and third, 

respectively. Ed had 16.45 lbs for second, and Cheryl had 16.24 for 

third. Ed caught his on live shiners (allegedly), but Cheryl used 

artificial fishing lures. I personally saw her catch one with a pink 

worm on a dropshot rig.  

     The Top Six was rounded out by Ed Byrd, Kenny Louis, Dave 

Patrick, and Adam East. Just like about every year, it took 120 

points to make the Top Six, and 91 points to make the Top Twelve.  

Jeff Manning, Zoe Gardner, Inder Lopez, Terry Foreman, Juan 

Collins and Larry Ward rounded out the Top Twelve.  We rectified 

some apparent errors in scoring, and the list above is correct.  With 

the changes, Larry Ward edged Jim Davis for twelfth place by a 

single point. 

     Also, I’d like to recognize Greg Gardner for batting 1.000 this 

year. He caught a limit on every day of competition, which is pretty 

amazing. I don’t think it’s ever been done in the history of the club. 

     This has been a great year, but I’m glad it’s over. The only regret I have is that this will be my last year of SDBM competition for a while, 

since I took the DFG position in Sacramento. I guess I’ll have to drown my sorrows by hitting Clear Lake and the Delta in the spring…you’re 

all invited, of course.  See you at the Banquet. 

NO SHORTS! 

DECEMBER  2006 

River Winners: 1

st

 Place – Juan Collins; 2

nd

  - Ed Byrd; 

3

rd

 – Cheryl Byrd; Big Fish – Dave Seaberg

 

TOP TWELVE - 2006 

Ed Byrd; Greg Gardner; Ed Marr; Dave Patrick; Juan Collins 

Kenny Louis; Zoé Gardner; Terry Foreman; Jeff Manning 

Inder Lopez; Adam East; (Larry Ward - Missing) 


