
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 5  Y E A R S  O F  F I S H I N G  T R A D I T I O N  

 

 

WEATHER OR NOT! 

 

IT COULD HAVE BEEN A  

LOT WORSE! 

by Ed Byrd 

 

Again weather played a big part in our tournament.  Many of the people that 

pre-fished Hodges, myself included, found that the fish where not 

cooperating. During pre-fish, most people found a great bite going…with 

many different techniques working all over the lake.  For most, it was much 

more difficult to catch a limit of keeper fish, even though the size limit was 12 

inches than it had been.  Also, the fish generally ran much smaller on 

average than they had been.  Only about a third of the participants were able 

to get limits, and some of those limits were fairly small.  This tournament saw 

only one person increase their big fish of the year. 

 

Greg Gardner was one of the people that were able to adjust.  He adjusted so well that he was able to win the event by more than a three-pound margin!   

Greg had five fish that went 11.50 pounds, mostly dropshotting.  Greg limit included big fish of the tournament, a 3.69 pound fish.  This was Greg’s 

second  big fish of the tournament in a row, after also taking our money at Havasu.  Greg’s been complaining all year about not taking a first place in a 

tournament for the past couple of years, so I guess he’ll have to find something else now!.  Great job, Greg! 

 

Kenny Louis also was able to adapt to the changed conditions, catching most of his fish on the medium fat-free shad worked slowly through the brush.  

Kenny ended up with five fish that went 8.43 pounds.  As anyone who fished Hodges can attest, working a texas rigged plastic worm though the brush 

was hard enough…it really took a lot of skill to get a crankbait though it!  

 

Third place, went to one of “them”, Vicki Becker.   Vicki’s five fish went 7.92 pounds and were also caught dropshotting.  She fished out of Jim Davis’ boat 

and had a little adventure in catching her big fish.  After getting hooked, the fish ran straight into the brush and got hung up.  In a calm, soft voice, Vicki 

asked Jim to go over to the fish that she still was able to feel moving around.   When they got over to the fish, Jim told Vicki to give the fish some slack 

line.  At first Vicki was skeptical, but since she couldn’t move the fish, she finally followed Jim’s advice and the fish swam out from the brush.  It turned out 

to be a nice 3.45 pound fish, second largest of the tournament.   By the way, this is Vicki’s first trophy!  Congratulations! 

 

Cheryl had a similar experience to Vicki’s.  While fishing a dropshot worm, she had a very hard bite and set the hook, but the fish ran into the brush.  The 

fish wouldn’t come out of the brush, so Cheryl asked that I move the boat over to the fish (also in a soft, calm voice).  Once we were over the fish, Cheryl 

tried to get the fish out of the brush, but it was solidly hung up.  I suggested that she give the fish some slack line and the fish swam out from the brush.  

Cheryl then pulled heavily on the fish so it wouldn’t go back into the brush and proceeded to jerk an 8 inch fish out of the water, across the boat and back 

into the water on the other side of boat! 

 

RIVER NEXT! 

 

Our next get together is at the River on November 10

th

 and 11

th 

 out of Fisher’s Landing.  This will also be weigh-in tournament format!!  Size limit is 

13 inches.  Please review the weigh-in procedures on the website.   

NO SHORTS 

NOVEMBER  2006 

 




